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since the 1970s and 1980s These commentaries also con-
tain important treatment points that help to focus the read-
er. In general, the chapters themselves are well written and
contain illustrations, tables, and charts that are clear and
help to enhance the discussion. An exhaustive bibliography
at the end of each chapter offers historic and crucial refer-
ences. Overall, each chapter moves smoothly from historic
considerations into mechanism of injury, common patho-
physiologic derangements, specific disorders, and surgical
therapeutic strategy. Future directions are offered where
applicable. Overall, this text is a strong update of a text that
is well-known for offering a concise and useful approach to
the complicated and complex care of the trauma patient.
This text is especially useful for general surgical residents, as
well as residents of all disciplines who treat injured patients
in the emergency department. Additionally, this is a highly
recommended text for practicing physicians and surgeons
who have patients who have suffered traumatic injury or its
attendant complications. Vascular surgeons will find many
useful chapters in this text that will assist in the care of
patients with vascular trauma. Finally, this is a useful text for
the specialist in intensive care medicine both as a reference
and especially as a text from which to draw teaching support
for care of the injured patient in the intensive care unit. I
feel that it is in the strong tradition of the three previous
editions of Trauma that this text assumes a worthy place.
Mark Sebastian, MD
Duke University Medical Center
Durham, NC
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Endothelium, nitric oxide, and atherosclerosis
Julio Panza, Richard Cannon; Armonk; 1999; Futura;
320 pages; $75.00.
This excellent book provides detailed discussion of
endothelial physiology, mechanisms that may be impor-
tant in vessel pathology, and possible therapeutic targets
for the future. The detailed nature of the discussion makes
the book most suitable for scientists, research fellows, and
other researchers of the vascular endothelium. The book
has been written in a way that it is possible to “dip into”
separate chapters for those only interested in part of the
topic covered.
The book is divided into four parts. Part One deals
with nitric oxide in some depth, Part Two discusses
endothelial function as studied in vitro, Part Three deals
with clinical studies of endothelial function, and Part Four
concentrates on therapeutic mechanisms with respect to
endothelial dysfunction.
The list of authors includes some of the best known
endothelial physiologists, such as Robert Furchgott,
Salvador Moncada, and Paul Vanhoutte, to name but a
few. The strengths of the book include the fact that the
chapters have been written by real enthusiasts for
endothelial physiology who provide their perspective on
important discoveries in endothelial function. For exam-
ple, Robert Furchgott describes the interesting discov-
ery of nitric oxide as endothelial-derived relaxing factor,
which led to the beginning of endothelial physiology.
The book might be a little difficult to understand for
those with no background of laboratory research.
However, most individuals involved in vascular medi-
cine, surgery, or research will have no problems with the
concepts discussed.
Overall, I would highly recommend this book to any-
one interested in endothelial function and pathology.
Jonathan Golledge
Charing Cross Hospital
Fulham Palace Road
London, United Kingdom
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